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The first 3 months of the year have been good for the 
Club and for flying. The Club has welcomed four new 
members, the new members are, Wayne Dooling, 
Terry Lawless, Warren Turner and Colin Wharton. I 
am sure you will get to know them all over the next 
few months. 
 

With the exception of a couple of windy days (open 
day being one), generally the weather has been 
good which has given members plenty of flying time. 
The Clubs Open Day was successful in that we meet 
our objectives, the main one being able to show case 
our flying field and hobby to the public. This was 
achieved and thanks go to all who assisted in the 
many areas; making and placing of advertising signs, 
field preparation and cleaning of the Club House on 
Saturday, the gate and parking attendants, the cooks 
on the BBQ, PA announcers, scrutineers and        
registration helpers, pit co-ordinators, the flyers and 
the clean-up team on completion. Even though the 
wind was right across the runway, we still manage to 
have someone in the air most of the day. Well done 
to you all, without your help it would not have        
happened. 

The Club was also able to bank some money which 
will help with the field annual lease. 
 

From the many comments I have heard, Club night 
for March was also a huge success. Thanks to    
Hamish for his input in making this happen and to 
members for your support in attending. There are 
three other away visits in the planning stage, updates 
to follow. 
 

The Club has been given some modelling gear to sell 
on behalf. We are looking for a place to display the 
items, if you have some spare garage space for a 
week, please let me know. 
 

The Clubs calendar is on our webpage and we do 
our best to keep it up to date, however, things may 
change and the calendar may not get update in time. 
The Committee apologies. 
 

To all members, enjoy the good weather and get out 
flying. 
 

Regards, Greg Findon  
 

President, PN Aeroneers 

Front Page Focus Phil built the model from a very basic kitset with all  
detailing such as pilot, engine, rigging, radiator etc be-
ing researched and hand made. Sprockets and chain 
were sourced from USA. 
The kit was purchased from Radical RC in the USA 
and as far as Phil knows is the only one imported into 
New Zealand. He made the model over a three month 
period about 6 years ago. 
Model is Lite Ply construction stained and foam wings 
spray painted in three colours to look like fabric,  
moulding the wings to their aerofoil shape was not 
easy. 
The wingspan is 68 inch and it is electric powered with 
twin pusher motors and a 3300 3 cell battery. The 
model features wing warping like the  original, driven 
by a servo at each wing tip.  
The model has only had about five flights. It is an     
absolute pig of a thing to fly! Phil does not feel         
confident enough to put the plane into the air, however, 
son Bradley flies it when I force him to!! It suffers from 
the same pitch problems in flight as did the original in 
1903. 
It is also difficult to hand launch and wont take off from 
grass. I have nearly completed a scale launching tower 
as used by the Wright Brothers, using a large weight 
and a launching rail. This should be a complete     
nightmare for Bradley to test!! 

1903 Wright Flyer:   
This authentic looking model was  

build by Phillip Pearpoint  

 

Greg Findon 

Presidents Report 

I have a colourful life—green with envy, blue with cold and red with embarrassment. April 2018 - page 2 



 

Linda Lambess 
From the Editors Desk  

Worry about the future doesn’t improve the future—it only ruins the present. April 2018 - page 3 

 

E m a i l  t o  

E d i t o r  

Maybe we could do a "Have a go" day at trying some 
aerobatics as well.  I would be happy to coach some 
people through some manoeuvres. 
Cheers,  
Graham Job 
 

See page 13 for poster: 
The MFNZ Aerobatics SIG is pleased to announce our 
Loop, Roll and WIN promotion. 
  
We are trying to encourage pilots to get out and give 
some simple manoeuvres a go – even just doing a 
loop and a roll!  Maybe you have a fun fly coming up – 
it could be fun to get everyone to do a loop and roll 
during their flights, and then take a picture of each pi-
lot and their model so they can send it in to us  It’s a 
great prize they could win! 
  
Maybe print a pile of these fliers, and take them out 
with you to a club day! 
  
Thank you for your time 
Andrew Palmer 
Aerobatics SIG 

Wow it has been a busy month  -  thank you to everyone 
who has sent me articles, photos, ideas etc for this edition.  
I have been faced with an unusual problem  -  it is not a 
case of what to put on the pages but where do I fit it all.   
Particular thanks to members of the Taranaki and Kapiti 
clubs who have sent photos.  I shall hold some photos 
over as I guess the winter drought for copy is coming.  A 
little bit ironic that I have a drought for copy because the 
field is too wet to fly. 
 
There must be some winter projects to be considering or 
even getting started  - don’t forget to take photos and send 
them to me. Send them weekly or monthly I don’t care just 
send them.  Club members are generally nosey critters 
and want to know what is on everyone else’s workshop 
bench.  

We have settled into our new home and finally have the 
internet on.  Settled for broadband as the company who 
tells us to “ask for better” didn’t want to install fibre under-
ground and made every excuse possible—including the 
fact we have a massive problem on our phone line at our 
gate which they were working on, yeah right! Strangely I 
didn’t think fibre used the old phone lines which had “the 
problem”.  Anyway we are happy that we are no longer 
incommunicado.   People forget that us of a certain       
generation still have and use common sense. 
 
Hope everyone is having a wonderful Easter break and 
are able to catch up with family and friends over a hot 
cross bun and chocolate.   
 
Happy Landings, Linda 



The Committee, in its collective wisdom, decided to start this month’s 2m Glider competition at 0830 in order 
to give the noisy flyers more time to assault the airwaves with decibels and castor smoke. 
  
Ten stick shifters lined up to race including three returnees – we regular competitors were pleased to wel-
come back Phil, Brad and Buddha. 
  
At 0830 the atmosphere was still, calm, without any breeze evident and that condition existed for the dura-
tion of all three rounds.  Thus three rounds of three minutes were contested and only three circles missed.  
  
As always Buddha, being the most organised, was first aloft and gave us all some hope with a time 
of 2:19.  But, alas, it was not to be and only 7 of 30 flights exceeded 2 minutes with only one flight exceeding 
3 minutes.  Much to the chagrin of the regulars the three returnees stole all the metal so, in their absence, 
the regulars have obviously let their skills sideslip. 
  
Owing to the short flight times, and to the efficiency of the retrievers, the competition was completed by 
0945.  By 1015 the lift for Radians was limited by only battery capacity.  Maybe there is a case for the noise 
makers to fly first and make way for Gliders from 1030 hrs? 
  
Results:- 
                                                                                                                        YTD 
Phil         2:22 – 50           3:08 – 50            1:48 – 50       588               588 
Brad    2:18 – 50           2:41 – 50          1:50 – 50       559               559 
Buddha       2:19 – 50           1:22 – 50         2:08               449               449 
Mike     1:53 – 50           1:21 – 50            1:42 – 50       446              1023 
Merv                1:32 – 50           1:19 – 50            2:01 – 50       442              1046 
Ladderman      1:43 – 50           1:18 – 50            1:35 – 50       426              1277 
Bruce Withell 1:25 – 50           1:50 – 50            1:15 – 50       420    420 
Peter         1:33 – 50           1:03 – 50            1:36 – 50       402              1028 
Flemming    1:50 – 50           1:47                    1:08 – 50       385    997 
Bruce McKay   1:44 – 50           2:18 – 50            0:40               382              1165 
  
Next contest April 8 since April Fools day falls in the middle of Easter when many flyers will be competing for 
first place on the roads? 

 

Bruce Woodfield 

When you talk to a person about himself, he is never bored. April 2018 - page 4 

 

Bruce Woodfield 

Tomboy report —  
11 March 

2 metre glider  
report —  4 March 

                        Round 1        Round 2        Round 3        Points        YTD 
  
Flemming      18                 18 – 5           20 – 5           66         126 
Ladderman      20                 20 – 5           18                 63         127 
Peter              16 – 5           16 – 5           16 – 5           63         124 
Greg             15 – 5           15                 15                 50         102 
  

Notes: 
 
Greg needs a bigger prop. 
 
Whoever designed the scoring 
system produced a close         
competition. 



 

Brian Dickons 

Vintage Report 

Open your arms to change, but don’t let go of your values. April 2018 - page 5 

Hi fellow Vintage buffs –  
 
Nine pilots turning up for March’s tussle for the 2nd round of 
Vintage, and much to my delight (and probably all present) 
the weather conditions for once being just about as good as it 
gets.  
 
Aircraft just hanging up there in the blue and seemingly     
reluctant to arrive back on Terra Firma. Ensuing result being 
some very good times and top landings on the sweet spot – 
all in all a very tight tussle.  
 
Top Vintage flyer for the 
month of March being 
Bruce (LM) Woodfield with 
a top score of 587, very 
closely followed by Tama 
and The McKay. Good 
scores were achieved all 
round actually, but ... 
there’s always ‘one’.  
 
Poor old Brian getting into 
a first round  argument with 
farmer John’s West       
paddock fence – a mere 
concrete fence post block-
ing his route to success – 
and BANG, the Sixty very 
quickly reverting to a     
Thirty.  
 

However, repairs are under way and our next comp will be 
held Sunday 8th April, number 1 runway, 9:30am start. 
Yes, there was some confusion with the glider boys to start 
with, but all seems sorted now unless we hear otherwise from 
the committee. Second weekend – 8th April – Vintage       
property!! 
  
Watch out for all those delicious chocolate Easter eggs and 
bunnies – not too many now – wishing you all a Happy and 
Safe Easter. 
  

 Time  Landing Time  Landing Time  Landing  
Round 1 

Points 

Round 2 

Points 
Round 3 Points 

Total 

Points 
Competitors Min S Points Min S Points Min S Points  

Bruce McKay 2 56 20 2 58   2 59 20  196 178 199 573 

Peter Vining 3     3     3 1 20  180 180 199 559 

Brian Dickons 2 26                146 0 0 146 

Greg Findon 2 50 20 3 17 20 3 12    190 183 168 541 

Flemming Ravn 3 11   3   20 2 59 20  169 200 199 568 

Mike Randall 3 11 20 3 2   3 2 20  189 178 198 565 

Bruce Woodfield 3 3 20 3   20 3 10 20  197 200 190 587 

Tama Randall 3 2 20 3 1 20 3 1    198 199 179 576 

Merv Matthews 2 38 20 2 28   2 59    178 148 179 505 

 



 

 Club Open Day 
18 March 2018 

A perfect man—the one your wife could have married. April 2018 - page 6 

Great turn out on a beautiful sunny day with a very        
annoying crosswind.  It was a day when members of the 
club and their families came together to make an event 
happen.  With a good working been on Saturday the stage 
was set and members pitched in as required.  When I 
handed one gentleman the instructions for the PA system 
I was told “I don’t need instructions—I am a man!”       
However, I did notice another member reading them 
shortly afterwards. 
Aircraft sounds varied from the roar of the jet to the 

whoosh of the gliders and then there was the helicopters 
which brought to mind that annoying mosquito buzzing 
around.  However, they were fascinating to watch if you 
could keep up with the sharp controlled movements. 
Walking around the crowd there seemed to be a genuine 
interest in the aircraft, with some great handling skills and 
fun activities including combat.  The anticipation that there 
may be a midair or crash always excites people. 
Many thanks to modellers from nearby clubs who attend-
ed and to our members and their families. 

Photo credit— Glen Smith,  Kapiti Club 



 

 Club Open Day 

A perfect man—the one your wife could have married. April 2018 - page 7 

Photo credit—Alan Dobson, Taranaki Club 

Photo credit—Alan Dobson,  Taranaki Club 



It never fails to surprise me what you discover on the 
quiet back roads in the Manawatu and Kapiti areas. 
 
Hamish had organised for us a very informative 
evening with ex-All Black John Callesen at the family 
business of Valhalla Grain and Seed which has been 
at the present site since 1870 and since then has 
grown to a leading New Zealand grain and seed   
drying, sorting and cleaning business.  The company 
is continuing to grow with technology.  The more  
unusual seeds cleaned are NZ grown quinoa and 
hemp. 
 
This side of the business was fascinating however, 
the eyes starting popping when we walked into one 
of the numerous garages with cars.  Most of the cars 
are unique and John is able to tell the history of each 
and everyone of them.  His hobby of restoring cars 
back to how they came out of the factory has turned 
into a business.   
 
Along with restoring the cars he is replicating from 
scratch a 1912 Peerless engine.  This is 812 cubic 
inch and the largest car motor ever built.  This motor 
is being constructed from drawings and photographs 
mainly by Manawatu business under John’s watchful 
eye.  The motor will be sent to John’s friend in Idaho 
once it has been test run etc.  The original plan was 
to have the motor made in the US and when that 
failed an attempt was made in Australia.  These 
failed from, what I understand, was distance and the 
fact that engineers specialising in components were 
not able to talk and discuss issues.  This will weigh 
in about 750kg and will be airfreighted to Seattle. 
 
These restorations are absolutely immaculate and 
certainly not quick projects with one taking 6 years 

and over 5,000 hours.  Cars range from his original 
1970 Datsun and his fathers original Hillman Minx to 
a 1910 Stoddard. 
 
Many thanks to Hamish for organising this visit and 
to John, thank you for your time and a very           
informative evening. 
 

 

Club Night  

“Yesterday is not ours to recover but tomorrow is ours to win or lose” April 2018 - page 8 

Caught peeping! 



ESM Beechcraft 
Bonanza A-36 

Approximately 9 years ago I purchased the above 
ARF kit from Graeme & Carolyn Rose of 436   Model 
Shop at one of their meetings. The kit included     
Airframe, 2 sets of wheels and retracts.   
 
Owing to other projects it was put aside for five 
years.  During this time there were a number of ESM 
models being put together and flown. A  number of 
fellow modellers were experiencing problems with 
the retracts and in particular loss of air. After          
discussing this issue with Hamish we  decided to sell 
them and purchase a set of Robarts. 
 
The instructions recommended a 108 2 stroke or a 
120 4 Stroke. My preference was to install  petrol 
motor however, owing to the method of construction 

for housing the nose leg I was unable to locate a 
suitable 20cc motor. As the OS 108 was no longer 
available I settled on an OS 120 AX as this would fit 
in the cowl with no cut out for the head. 
 
Whilst the wheels provided with the kit were        suit-
able, they did not look scale. Rene Redmond sug-
gested that I look at Sierra Giant Scale        products. 
As a result a set of suitable wheels were ordered. All 
I will say is, that it is a pity their service and commu-
nication is not up to the quality of their product. 
 
Hamish started putting the model together four years 
ago as I was involved in another project. He initially 
made good progress until he obtained a Hawker Ty-
phoon when, unfortunately, progress was stalled un-
til earlier this year.  

 
For storage purposes I decided to modify the rear 
of the aircraft, by making the stabilisers               
removable and using Hitec Slimline wing servos in 
both stabilisers and rudder. The downside of this 
being that model would require weight in the nose. 
 
With a little bit of reconstruction, the OS 120 was a 
snug fit inside the cowl with the only cut outs being 
for the exhaust and glow plug. We were concerned 
that we may have a cooling problem, so we blocked 
off the left hand side of the propeller so that the air 
intake went over the head and exited through 
space occupied the nose leg. We have had no    
issue with the motor, and all I can say is that I am 
more than pleased with it. 
 

Owing to the weather we were unable to undertake 
the test flight until the Friday of last year’s MANZ 

Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer. April 2018—page 9 



No one is listening until you make a mistake. April 2018 - page 10 

AGM held at Waharoa.  
 
The completed weight is  approximately 3kg over 
manufacturers estimate. The first flight was unevent-
ful with the extra weight     having no apparent effect 
to its flying characteristics. The only trim alteration 
was a little up elevator 
 
Graham 

 

Specifications: 
Length            1607 mm 
Wing Span      2045 mm 
Wing Area      6.06 sq. ft 
Tare weight   9.8kg 

Photos were taken on 
the 6th flight. 

‘A new mutant Australian has appeared on some RSA sports grounds'  

You've Been Drinking Again 
 
An Irishman had been drinking at a pub all night. 
The bartender finally said that the bar was closing. 
So, the Irishman stood up to leave fell flat on his 
face. He tried to stand one more time; same result. 
He figured he'll crawl outside and get some fresh air 
and maybe that will sober him up.  
Once outside, he stood up and fell on his face again. 
So he decided to crawl the four blocks home. Again, 
he fell flat on his face. He crawled through the door 
and into his bedroom. When he reached his bed he 
tried one more time to stand up. This time he man-
aged to pull himself upright, but he quickly fell right 
into the bed and is sound asleep as soon as his 
head hit the pillow. 
He was awakened the next morning to his wife 
standing over him, shouting, 
"SO YOU'VE BEEN DRINKING AGAIN!" 
Putting on an innocent look, and intent on bluffing it 
out he said, "What makes you say that?" 
"The pub just called; you left your wheelchair there 
again." 

The Irish Government, in keeping with it’s EU Member-
ship Agreements, will trial having Cars drive on the right 
hand side of the road beginning 1 April. If, after one month, 
the trial proves successful then they will change the Trucks 
and Buses over as well. 
 

Pat and Mick were walking along the footpath outside the 
sawmill when they spotted a notice on the gate ‘Tree Fellas 
required’.  Pat looks at Mick and says “Why if Shaun were 
with us we could have applied for that job.” 
 

Mick and Shaun were sharing a pint in the Rose and 
Thorn.  Mick says “I see that Christmas Day in on a Friday 
this year.”  Shaun thinks for a moment and then muses 
“Well let’s hope it is not on the thirteenth. 

 

Ladderman’s laughs 



 

Buddy Box 
Volunteers 

Wanted 

The problem with the gene pool—there is no lifeguard. April 2018 - page 11 

Rod told me the other day that his workbench is empty having 
just finished the magnificent   Sovereign of the Seas model 
featured on page 11 and this Pilatus Porter. 
 

Rod’s new Pilatus Porter this is a Swiss medic plane 
It is a STOL ie short take off and landing scale     aircraft This 
one is electric powered with a 1450KV electric motor and 50 
amp ESC. 
 

Phone Peter or Greg if you can go on the roster. 

Students in an advanced Biology class were 
taking their mid-term exam. The last       
question was, 'Name seven advantages of 
Mother's Milk.' The question was worth 70 
points or none at all. One student was hard 
put to think of seven advantages. He wrote: 
1) It is perfect formula for the child. 
2) It provides immunity against several     
diseases. 
3) It is always the right temperature. 
4) It is inexpensive. 
5) It bonds the child to mother and vice    
versa. 
6) It is always available as needed. 
And then the student was stuck. Finally, in 
desperation, just before the bell rang        
indicating the end of the test he wrote: 
7) It comes in two attractive containers and 
it's high enough off the ground where the cat 
can't get it. He got an A. 
 
(Fortunately there was no room for pic—Linda) 



 

Sovereign of  
the Seas  

built by Rod Watt 

 

Everybody is someone else’s weirdo. April 2018 - page 12 

Here are some shots of the 
Sovereign of the Seas  

built in the  
early 1600’s for Charles 

the First. 
 

Largest warship in the 
world at that time. 

 
Took Rod three years to 
build it in the exact same 

way it was originally      
constructed ie double 

planking etc. 



 

Buddy Box 

A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory April 2018 - page 13 

Great to see the club’s three life members       
enjoying a catch up at the open day in March. 
 
Russ Johnson, Colin Geange and Peter Vining 
who between them have well over 100 years 
modelling experience. 

Ivan and I were very fortunate to have the 
America’s Cup stop off in Feilding during its 
recent visit to Palmerston North. Two of the 
crew members Guy Endean and Simon van 
Velthooven unpacked the cup especially for  
a special photo shot.  Many thanks guys.  

Ivan and I have now moved to Levin and getting 
established in our new home at 115 Tiro Tiro Rd. 
 
Ivan has a large model room and space in the 
back paddock to fly his helicopters and maybe a 
small indoor plane—on a perfect windless day. 
 
Our new landline is 06 2102910.   



Sit in the dark—it will teach you to see, hear, taste and smell. April 2018 - page 14 



Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership 
$145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member 
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Clive of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

Club hats and shirts are 
now available.   

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman 
“Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone poly-
ester, anti-snag and       mois-
ture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 
 

See a committee member. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be re-
sponsible for the content of advertisements or any material con-
tained    therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Palmerston North Aeroneers 

Club Subscriptions Tee Shirts and Hats 

Club address—club no loner has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 

Club Information and  
Committee 

A committee is just a group of dedicated clubbers 
working together towards a common goal. 

What is a 
committee? 

You can go anywhere you want if you look serious and carry a clipboard. April 2018—Page 15 

President: 
Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
Clive Martis, 06 357 8832 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

Secretary  
Bruce Withell, 358 3202 

secretary@aeroneers.com 
 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 

Linda Lambess, 06 3626513 
021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 
Phil Pearpoint, 06 3239093 

Lest we forget. 

mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
http://www.aeroneers.com
mailto:aeroneers@aeroneers.com
mailto:president@aeroneers.com
mailto:vicepresident@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com
mailto:secretary@aeroneers.com
mailto:Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com
mailto:editor@aeroneers.com


Note only three nights this year  -  mark your 
calendar now so you don’t miss out: 
 

 1 May,  
 14 August  
 4 September 

 
 Pascal Street Stadium.  
 $10 to cover hall hire 
 All welcome 

 

Events 

Never argue with an idiot, they drag you down to their level then beat you with experience April 2018 - page 16 

Indoor dates: 

 

Calendar 
Check our website for update information 

www.aeroneers.com 

1 April - General flying 
2 April - Mid week fly day 
6 April - Social drinks 
8 April - Vintage and tomboy  
15 April -2 metre gliders 
19 April - Committee meeting 
22 April - Radian, cub and scale 
25 April - Anzac day—field closed until 1pm 

26 April - Club night 
29 April - Combat and Assassin 
30 April - Deadline for Servo Chatter for May 

1 May - Indoor 
1 May - Servo Chatter online 
4 May - Social drinks 
6 May - 2 metre gliders 
13 May - Tomboy and vintage 
17 May - Committee meeting 
20 May - Radian, cub and scale 
24 May - Club night 
27 May - Combat and assassin 
31 May - Deadline for Servo Chatter for June 

April May 

http://www.aeroneers.com/apps/calendar/

